Files and MATLAB
1. Writing m-files

M-files (the subject discussed in §5 of the handout notes) can be edited and printed using  Textedit or any other text editor. It is sensible to have a separate directory to store your matlab work in. Create a subdirectory called matlab (mkdir matlab). Before started matlab, move into this directory (cd matlab). Save your m-files in the matlab subdirectory of your home directory. 
2. Saving data in the workspace

To save and retrieve workspace data you must be in the correct directory. The command
>> pwd

which stands for “print working directory”, will tell you what the current directory is and the command

>> cd <dir>

will change directory to <dir>. The command 

>> ls

will list the files and subdirectories in the current directory.

Variables in the current user space in MATLAB can be saved using the command save. The command

>> save mydata

will create a file called mydata which contains all of the variables in the current workspace (i.e., the variables listed in response to the command who.) This file is (by default) in the so-called ‘mat’ format and cannot be read other than by MATLAB. The help command can give you more information concerning, for example, how to save variables in plain text, or how to save only a subset of the current workspace. 

The command

>> load mydata

can be used to read the variables into MATLAB.

